
National Park Service Internships for SFSU Students

	#6 Garden Research and Planting, Alcatraz



3-4 units

	To Sign Up, You MUST Attend 

THE ORIENTATION MEETING

Tuesday, February 3rd, 5-7pm. SCI 270


NPS Internship Description & Location

The intern will research the historic gardens on Alcatraz Island, and prepare for their reconstruction. Alcatraz was the first US fort on the west coast and known for housing the some of the country’s most infamous prisoners, also once featured gardens of plants from around the world. Many of these plants are now naturalized on the island while others have disappeared.  Filled with rare roses and historically significant cultivars, the gardens were tended first by 19th century soldiers, then prisoners, guards and their families.  Since the prison’s closure in 1963 and transfer to the National Park Service in 1972, the plants seen on the island today are what remain of the original gardens.  Intern will work closely with National Park Service staff and volunteers.

NPS Mentor

Deborah Lindsay is best reached by e-mail at dlindsay@parksconservancy.org

Intern Responsibilities/Duties
· Review cultural resource plans and documents to inform restoration activities

· Conduct research on history of the gardens

· Identify, salvage, nurture, map and photograph surviving rare and unusual plants
· Take cuttings for propagation of historic plants for incorporation back into the gardens.   
· Remove invasive weeds and plants that are covering garden foundations
· Develop a working knowledge of the natural and cultural history of the gardens

Intern Skills/Qualities

· Student must be dependable, on time, responsible, fulfill hours commitment.

· A self-starter, organized and motivated, and able to take instruction

· Interest in and enthusiasm for history, gardening and cultural resources management

· Willingness to work outdoors in the field 90% of the time and take a boat to work

Intern Transportation

Student must be able to get to Pier 41 in San Francisco on their own and on time. Pier 41 is well-served by public transit.  Boat transportation to and from Alcatraz is provided by NPS.  The boat departs promptly at 8:45 am.

Intern Hours

Can earn 3-4 credits.  Intern must be available Wednesday mornings from 8:45- 12:15.  Flexible hours may be available for research related activities. 

SFSU California Studies - NPS Internship Program

