Geog/Envs 600 Class Reading Schedule 
Spring 2008

Readings and written assignments are due on the Thursday of each week.   

To maximize efficiency regarding completing assignment questions, I suggest that you review assigned questions (questions are assigned for Essential Environment on some weeks) before you begin reading.  Each reading requires a short summary in addition to questions assigned.

Additional course materials, including an electronic copy of this document can be found at: http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/, click the Geog/Envs 600 link


Video summaries are required for all videos and must be included as part of weekly logs.  Videos shown and completed on Tuesdays or due on Thursdays.  Videos shown and completed on Thursdays are due the following Thursday.  Grist summaries are also due each class (see Weekly Log template info in syllabus).

Week 1, January 31- Course Introduction; Overview of Environmental Issues 
Course Introduction

Video- Bill Moyers- Earth on the Edge

Class Discussion (class cards fill out and discuss)


Essential Environment Chapter 1- An Introduction to Environmental Science
Answer the following:

Testing your Comprehension, Questions 2 or 6 or 8 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 2 or 4

Week 2,  February 5 and 7-  Environmental Systems, Ecological Footprint
Lecture- Rethinking Plastics

Video: Synthetic Sea

Redefining Progress, “Projects: Ecological Footprint analysis,” found at: http://www.rprogress.org/newprojects/ecolFoot  Click, How big is your ecological footprint link.  Read and develop understanding of ecological footprints and calculate your ecological footprint.  Calculate your ecological footprint and bring to class and prepare to discuss.

Environmental Milestones: A Worldwatch Retrospective

http://www.worldwatch.org/features/timeline/  Click “Enter the Timeline”  Each timeline element contains a link to source information.  Note 5 significant ones (ones that strike you), very briefly list them with one or two sentences for each.  

San Francisco Precautionary Principle Policy

http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/Articles/PrecautionaryPrincipleSF.pdf
Sustainable World SourceBook
http://www.swcoalition.org/SymSourcebook06.html Pages 1-23

Choose three themes from this reading and write a short paragraph for each

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 3, February 12 and 14– Environmental Economics/Policy and Worldviews: Connecting to Earth
Class groups/discussion

Video- The Corporation

Class Discussion and Junk Mail Activity

Essential Environment Chapter 2-: Environmental Economics and Environmental Policy- Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 5 or 10 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 2.  

Macy, Joanna, 1998: Coming Back to Life, New Society Publishers.  Read forward by the Dalai Lama and Chapter 1:http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/Geog600.htm (Look under ”Misc. Websites, Downloads and Articles”, Joanna Macy, Coming Back to Life). Write three short paragraphs that outline 3 dimensions of The Great Turning in Bring to class for discussion.

Chief Seattle, “Authentic text of Chief Seattle’s treaty oration 1854,” published in the Seattle Sunday Star, October 29, 1997, found at: http://www.halcyon.com/arborhts/chiefsea.html
Sustainable World SourceBook.  Pages 23-56 (pages 47-56 are resources pages, please review the information on these pages).  Choose three themes from this reading and write a short paragraph for each


Stopping Your Junk Mail- An Action by Green Sangha.  Download, read and take action (if you want to get rid of junk mail): http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/readings/junkmail.pdf  Please print out documents and bring to class.
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 4, February 19 and 21- Corporations, Economics and Sustainability

Video- The Corporation (cont. if necessary)

Video- Farming the Seas (if time)
Video (in class): http://investorenvironmentalhealthnetwork.org/
Lecture: Corporate Campaigns: Shareholder Resolutions/Safeway/Home Depot, etc.

State of the World 2006- Chapter 10, Transforming Corporations

Hawken, Paul, Amory Lovins, Hunter Lovins, 2000: Natural Capitalism Download and read Chapter 1 The Next Industrial Revolution: http://www.natcap.org/sitepages/pid20.php Summarize the Four Central Strategies of natural capitalism.
Global Exchange, “Why GDP is an Inappropriate Measure of Economic Health,” June 9, 2003, found at: http://www.globalexchange.org/campaigns/econ101/gdp.html
http://www.rprogress.org/sustainability_indicators/genuine_progress_indicator.htm
http://www.redefiningprogress.org/newprograms/sustIndi/gpi/whatswrong.shtml
The Heart of Understanding, by Thich Nhat Hanh.  Page 3, Interbeing

Investor Environmental Health Network Statement (click "Read the full statement"): http://investorenvironmentalhealthnetwork.org/

As You Sow Foundation- Corporate Social Responsibility

http://www.asyousow.org/csr/shareholder.shtml     Define Shareholder Activism and give some examples (1/2-3/4 page single-spaced).  You may need to search the web for examples. 


Forest Ethics and Limited Brands (Victoria’s Secret) Reach Landmark Agreement on Environmental Stewardship (US release), : Forest Ethics Press Release
http://www.forestethics.org/article.php?id=1660
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 5, February 26 & 28- Environmental Systems/Evolution and Biodiversity

Video- Farming the Seas (if time)

Class Discussion (Seeking Solutions)
Essential Environment Chapter 3: Environmental Systems: Chemistry, Energy and Ecosystems

Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 1 or 5 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 4 or 5

. 

Essential Environment Chapter 4: Evolution, Biodiversity, and Population Ecology
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 1 and 9 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 2 or 3. 

D. Suzuki, “Protecting population diversity,” June 28, 2002, found at: www.davidsuzuki.org/About_us/Dr_David_Suzuki/Article_Archives/weekly06280201.asp
The Heart of Understanding, by Thich Nhat Hanh.  Page 11, The Way of Understanding

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary

Week 6, March 4 & 6 - Agriculture and Food
Video: Future of Food

Video- Buyer Be Fair
Video: Meatrix
Lecture: Biotech Safety Issues

Class Discussion

Essential Environment Chapter 7: Soil Agriculture and the Future of Food
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 7 or 8 or 9 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 2. 

Christopher Cook, “Feasts hidden famines: The food we buy isn’t as cheap as it seems,” San Francisco Bay Guardian, December 2, 2004, found at:  

http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/readings/HiddenFamines.pdf
International Forum on Globalization & The Center for Food Safety: Seven Deadly Myths and Facts about Industrial Agriculture and Free Trade
http://bss.sfsu.edu/aperi/readings/IndustrialAg.pdf
State of the World 2006- Chapter 2, Rethinking the Global Meat Industry. Identify and describe 5 major problems associated with the global expanding meat industry (one short paragraph for each).  Bring to class and be prepared to discuss.

Michael Pollen, “Six Rules for Eating Wisely”: June 4, 2006- Time:

http://www.michaelpollan.com/article.php?id=77
Baby Milk Action- Baby Formula Use/Abuse

http://www.ibfan.org/site2005/Pages/article.php?art_id=23&iui=1
Historic Record:

 http://www.babymilkaction.org/pages/history.html  For more information on this topic visit Baby Milk Action’s home page at: 
" 

http://www.babymilkaction.org

List 5 significant historic dates along with what happened on that date (ones you regard as significant) regarding the history of baby formula being used around the world.  


Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary

Week 7, March 11 & 13 - Human Population/Transportation/Livable Cities

Video: The End of Suburbia

Video: Who Killed the Electric Car 

Video: Taken for a Ride (if time)

Video: Planet Earth

Essential Environment Chapter 6: Human Population
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 1 or 2, and 4 and 10 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 3

Essential Environment Chapter 9: Cities, forests, and Parks: Land Use and Resource Management

Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 1,  4,  and 6 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 3 or 5

The Heart of Understanding, by Thich Nhat Hanh.  Page 15, Long Live Emptiness

 Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary 

Week 8, March 18 & 20 - Environmental Health and Toxicology
Video: Bill Moyers Trade Secrets
Video: NOW- Mercury in Seafood
Lecture: Toxicology (PowerPoint)

Lecture: Mercury in Seafood

Essential Environment Chapter 10: Environmental Health and Toxicology
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 4 or 6 or 8 or 9 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 1 or 3 or 4.  
State of the World 2006- Chapter 6- Curtailing Mercury's Global Reach

Douglass Fischer, What's in you?, Oakland Tribune, March 12, 2005, found at: http://www.insidebayarea.com/bodyburden/ci_2600879 In several paragraphs, describe the significance of body burden testing and how it might be used by organizations working to eliminate some of the most harmful chemicals in our society.
J. H. Christensen, “Toxic toy story,” Mothering, no. 90, September/October 1998, p. 39-45, found at: http://www.mothering.com/articles/growing_child/consumerism/toxic_toy_story.html  Please read two “sidebar” articles too; there are links at the top of this article.
EPA plan to study pesticides' effect on kids spurs backlash within agency

Poor families may join just to get the perks, staff fears-

" 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2004/10/31/MNG149JJ0C1.DTL



Environment California Report- Toxic Baby Bottles

http://www.environmentcalifornia.org/reports/environmental-health/environmental-health-reports/toxic-baby-bottles


F. Whittelsey, “Hazards of hydration: Choose your plastic water bottles carefully,” Sierra Magazine, Nov/Dec, 2003, p. 16, 18, found at:  http://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/200311/lol5.asp
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 9- March 25 & 27- Spring Break

Week 10,  April 1 & 3- Atmospheric Science and Climate Change- 
Video: An Inconvenient Truth
Class Discussion

Essential Environment Chapter 12: Atmospheric Science, Air Pollution, and Global Climate Change.
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 1 or 4 or 6 and 10 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 4.  

D. Hinrichsen, “The oceans are coming ashore,” World Watch, Nov/Dec, 2000, p. 26-35, found at: 
" 

http://www.afrol.com/Categories/Environment/backgr_oceans_come.htm



Ex-EPA Chiefs Blame Bush in Global Warming

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/01/19/ap/politics/mainD8F7KRI87.shtml
Statement Acknowledges Some Government Scientists See Link to Global Warming
http://online.wsj.com/public/article_print/SB114005281796075386-_sjs7MlfORv27Lw_KfSnNXYk2FI_20070216.html
London Observer- Now the Pentagon Tells Bush: Climate Change Will Destroy Us: http://www.commondreams.org/headlines04/0222-01.htm
EPA Factsheet, “Health and environmental effects of ground-level ozone,” July 17, 1997, at: http://www.epa.gov/ttn/oarpg/naaqsfin/o3health.html
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association Summary

Week 11, April 8 & 10- Nonrenewable Energy Sources
Lecture: PowerPoint- Appalachian Treasures 

Video: Nuclear Deception 

Essential Environment Chapter 13: Nonrenewable Energy Sources, Their Impacts, and Energy Conservation.
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 5 or 7 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 1 or 2 or  5.
 

The Ethanol Myth- Consumer Reports, October 2006
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/cars/new-cars/ethanol-10-06/overview/1006_ethanol_ov1_1.htm  Read the “test results” link in the article too.

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary

Week 12, April 15 & 17- Renewable Energy Sources
Video: Solar Box Cookers
Video: Taken for a Ride

Lecture: Solar Box Cookers

Essential Environment Chapter 14: Renewable Energy Alternatives 
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 5 or 9 or 10 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 1 or 3 or 5.  
State of the World 2006- Chapter 4- Cultivating Renewable Alternatives to Oil

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 13 - April 22 & 24- Waste 
Video: Gone Tomorrow- The Hidden Life of Garbage

Class Discussion

Essential Environment Chapter 15: Waste Management.
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 1 or 4.  
The Global Development Research Center: Life Cycle Analysis and Assessment

http://www.gdrc.org/uem/lca/life-cycle.html


D. Imhoff, Thinking outside of the box: a systems view of packaging. (Part One: paper or plastic?), Whole Earth, Winter, 2002, found at: http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m0GER/2002_Winter/97116312/print.jhtml;

San Francisco Mayor to cut off flow of city money for bottled water
http://sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2007/06/22/BAGE8QJVIL1.DTL
Natural Capitalism, Chapter 4, Making the World 

Download from:  http://www.natcap.org/images/other/NCchapter4.pdf
The Heart of Understanding, by Thich Nhat Hanh.  Page 31, Roses and Gabage
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
Week 14, April 29 & May 1- Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems

Video: Empty Oceans, Empty Nets
Video: Catch of the Day
 Lecture: Sustainable Seafood
Handout: Seafood Watch Cards


Essential Environment Chapter 11: Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems
Answer the following:
Testing your Comprehension, Questions 2 or 3 or 5 or 10 and Seeking Solutions, Questions 1 or 2 or 3.  Bring to class and prepare to discuss.

The Heart of Understanding, by Thich Nhat Hanh.  

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary

Week 15, May 6 & 8 - Freshwater and Marine Ecosystems- Continued

Video: Discovering Hetch Hetchy

Video: Once a River

Lecture: Creek Ecosystems

State of the World 2006, Chapter 3- Safeguarding Freshwater Ecosystems

Water as Commodity - The Wrong Prescription
http://www.foodfirst.org/pubs/backgrdrs/2001/s01v7n3.html
Earth Justice Press Release: Bush Administration Launches Effort to Gut Clean Water Act- January 10, 2003

http://www.earthjustice.org/news/press/003/bush_administration_launches_effort_to_gut_clean_water_act.html  Write one page or so describing why there are such strong political forces trying to undermine environmental laws (be specific).  

Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary
  

Week 16 -  May 13 & 15 - Nanotechnology, Loose Ends and Wrap-up and Final Lecture

State of the World 2006- Chapter 5- Shrinking Science: An Introduction to Nanotechnology- List  and describe 5 documented health or environmental problems or potential problems with nanotechnology. 

Natural Capitalism, Chapter 4, Making the World 

Download from:  http://www.natcap.org/images/other/NCchapter4.pdf
Video write-up for videos completed on previous Thursday or Tuesday

Grist/Environmental News Network/Organic Consumers Association news story Summary

Week 17- Final: Tuesday, May 20th 10:45-1:15 
