Geography 600 Final- 

Spring 2008

_____ Student Number             Name: __________________________    

The following questions should be answered and turned in on the day of the final.

You must attend the final and be in class at the beginning of class at 10:45 AM on Tuesday, May 20.  Late finals will not be accepted.

Answers to questions will be graded based upon:

1. Completeness- All of the parts of the question are answered completely.  If the question has three parts, in order to satisfy this requirement, you must make sure you answer all three parts thoroughly.  

2. Comprehensiveness- All questions should be answered in a comprehensive way.  In other words, you need to understand the question and the content that is being asked about.  If the question were, “how did you get to school?” a comprehensive would be far more than saying, “I took the bus”.  It might include your reasons for taking the bus, the circumstance that drive you to use the bus (your finances available for transportation, you ethics/values regarding biking or owning a car, your proximately to the campus, etc.).  Make sure you answers are comprehensive.

3. Clarity

I will be choosing many questions to grade from your work.  You will need to give each question your utmost attention and make each of them of high quality.  These questions will be from the lecture, the reading assignments and the documentaries.  You are allowed to use the web but you are not allowed to copy content from the web.  The University has very strict policies regarding plagiarism and the University has implemented very sophisticated tools for detecting plagiarism, esp. from the web.  Please do you own work and write answers in your own words.

1. Joanna Macy describes 3 areas/dimensions of the Great Turning.  Describe/define the third dimension.  I am looking for you to be able to describe this third dimension using examples in a way that is complete enough for someone unfamiliar with it to understand it. Please do not explain this in terms of “getting a new religion” or believing in a new philosophy, etc., but rather in terms of integrating a deeper understanding of the fundamental interconnectedness of all aspects of life, nature and all that supports it.  

2. Define ecological footprint in a way so that someone who has never heard of it would fully understand what it is.  Make sure you include the logic behind acres or number of planets when defining ecological footprint.  Describe and discuss 3 aspects (i.e. lifestyle choices) and how and why each of them influences the size of an ecological footprint?

3. Please list the 4 central strategies of Natural Capitalism (make sure you are listing the “4 Central Strategies” and not some other list of ideas from that reading).  Choose one of the strategies and describe in detail why it is important and how it can be part of solving environmental problems.  Please be specific and give examples. 

4. In Empty Oceans Empty Nets, we see many different types of fishing activities that are having serious effects on the world’s fish stocks and ocean ecosystems.  Describe in detail three such activities that are either harming fish stocks (depleting the number of fish in the ocean), responsible for high levels of unintended catches or are causing habitat destruction.  Please explain the fishing method in detail, give specific descriptions on how they harm the ocean (or it’s inhabitants) and what should/could be done to stop the harm (for each).  If you did not see this video you must research this issue on your own.  Please do not nest answers, i.e. do not say that overfishing is one problem and that a specific kind of overfishing is a second problem.  You must give and describe three distinct activities practiced by fishermen. 

5. What are two of the main reasons that there is starvation in the world?  Please identify and, in detail, describe two reasons.  Be very specific and indicate how and why your reason contributes to starvation (no vague/general answers).  Although some reasons are related please make necessary distinctions when giving answers.

6. Horizon Organics and Aurora both produce organic milk.  Please describe the controversy with respect to how they produce milk (see State of the World).  Please give specifics, please comment on their milk production with respect to producing milk sustainably?  Do you think this is the future of organic milk production?

7. John Muir said, "When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe".  Thich Nahn Hahn expresses a similar theme in the poem excerpted from, The Heart of Understanding reading that you read.  What does Muir mean?  Please give an example and discuss the theme of interconnectedness that has defined many of our class discussions.  For example, you can give your answer in terms of the relationship between earth (the land/soil), water, air and fire (energy/sun, etc.), wildlife and/or humans or any combination thereof.  Feel free to cite Thich Naht Hahn too.

8. What is wrong with using GDP as a measure of economic health for a nation?  Please discuss at least two factors that contribute to GDP but do not increase the well being of the society at large.  Discuss how GPI (Genuine Progress Indicator) remedies some of the shortcomings of GDP as an indicator of economic well-being.  

9. What is shareholder activism?  How are shareholders making positive change with regards to corporate behavior/practices.  Give on example (you may need to check the web to answer this question).

10. Describe two environmental/social issues associated with CAFO’s (concentrated animal feeding operations).  Detail their impacts with respect to food supply, air/water quality, energy or wildlife (whichever you see as relevant).  

11.  What percentage of the FDA's "safe" level of mercury would a women of child-bearing age be exposed to if she weighed 110 pounds and ate 8 ounces of swordfish in one week (generous hint: www.gotmercury.org)?  This is a short answer question.

12.  What is the ratio of plastic particles to zooplankton in the central Pacific gyre? Describe in detail two wildlife impacts from this plastic.  Also include something about the potential toxic effects from these ocean plastics on wildlife.  Our Synthetic Sea is online if you wish to view it (search on the title an/or on Algalita Foundation).  Charles Moore has recently done further research into the so-called garbage patch.  What is latest ratio that has been determined?

13. Describe 3 important functions of streamside vegetation that help protect stream habitat and inhabitants.  Please list each one and give detailed explanation about how the vegetation provides the functions. 
14. In one part of your textbook and in much of the public debate, many of the power players in the energy sector (including our current president) frame the debate as coal versus nuclear.  What is wrong with framing the debate this way.  Make sure you include a discussion of renewables here.
15.  Describe what a “dead zone” is, what causes it and 2 ways it might be remedied.  Please be specific about the source of the problem as well as the symptoms of the problem within the dead zone as well as the solutions. 
16.  Based upon current habitat destruction and species extinction rates, many scientists believe we are in the middle of a mass extinction.  Some scientists estimate that we could lose 25% to 50% of all species over the next 50 years.  Based on your readings, discuss what you believe could be done to slow or stop the current mass extinction.
17. In the PowerPoint slideshow, Appalachian Treasures several issues related to mountain top removal were discussed.  Describe what mountain top removal is and identify and describe 3 environmental and/or social issues result from this practice (3 total).  What in your opinion can be done to remedy this problem?

18.  Describe how Fair Trade purchases support social justice, communities and environmental protection of land and water in developing nations.  List and describe three social and/or environmental benefits that come from Fair Trade products.  Please be clear and specific.

19.  Define the precautionary principle and describe a specific issue where you believe it would contribute to the well being of communities of people or the protection of air, land, water or wildlife.  Feel free to use an example from our semester or from something you have read outside of class.

20. Corporations are persons under the law and corporations therefore have all of the rights of individuals afforded by the US Constitution.  There are countless examples of corporate abuse in which corporations have been fined and corporate leaders jailed.  The film The Corporation gave many examples of such abuse and the media is rife with examples (check the web if you can’t think of an example).  Give a specific example of corporate abuse that occurred and describe how it might have been prevented or how it should be prevented in the future.  You can also check www.poclad.org  or http://www.stopcorporateabuse.org  or  http://www.corporatepolicy.org/issues/crime.htm  or search the web for information on this theme.  If you didn't see The Corporation rent it.

21. In The Future of Food, many issues surrounding GMO's were discussed.  One of the most disheartening issues focuses on the rights of farmers regarding Monsanto's patenting of seeds, especially corn, canola and soy.  Discuss the patenting of seeds and its implications.  In your opinion should seeds be allowed to be patented?  Should other forms of life be patentable.  Should a corporation be allowed to own the genes of future generations in perpetuity? What are the implications of corporations owning life for the world's food supply/starvation, etc.

22. In the End of Suburbia many themes surrounding Peak Oil were discussed.  Define Peak Oil.  What are the implications for long-distance drivers, suburban developments and suburban communities with a doubling or quadrupling of gas prices over today's ($4.00/gallon).  Although not free from impacts, describe how "Livable Communities" (ones in which people are able to walk, bike, shop and work without the daily need for cars) may be impacted far less by Peak Oil. 

23. Briefly describe 3 factors that led to the "killing" of the electric car in California.

24. Give one example each and describe how solar box cookers can help save forests, watersheds, preserve land, provide safe water and protect women's (and the elderly's) well-being.










