HIST 330/Hum 403: The Early Middle Ages, 600-1000

Syllabus for Spring 2009
TuTh 11:00-12:15 TA-1
Instructor: 

Prof. Megan Williams 
Office: Science 267B

Office hours: Tu 3:30-5:30 PM or by appointment

Contact: mhw@sfsu.edu 

Course web site: http://bss.sfsu.edu/mwilliams/hist330
Books ordered
Beowulf. Tr. Seamus Heaney. W. W. Norton & Company, repr., 2001. ISBN: 0393320979
Einhard and Notker the Stammerer. Two Lives of Charlemagne. Tr. Lewis Thorpe. Penguin Books, 1969. ISBN: 0140442138
Gregory of Tours. History of the Franks. Tr. Lewis Thorpe. Penguin Books, repr., 1976. ISBN: 0140442952
Rosenwein, Barbara H. A Short History of the Middle Ages, second edition. Volume I: From c.300 to c.1150. Broadview Press, 2004. ISBN: 1551116677 [Abbrev. Rosenwein] 
Rosenwein, Barbara H., ed. Reading the Middle Ages: Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and the Islamic World. Broadview Press, 2006. ISBN: 1551116936 [Abbrev. SB = Source Book]
Course Policies

Weighting of Assignments for the Final Grade:
Participation (attendance and participation in discussions)


10%

Quizzes (4 at 10% each)






40%

Paper 1 (5 pages based on primary sources)




25%

Paper 2 (5 page book review)






25%

Late Papers and Missed Quizzes:

Written assignments are to be submitted in class by 11:00 am on the due date. Late papers will be penalized one full grade for every 24 hours late or fraction thereof, beginning at 11:10 am on the due date. Papers submitted four or more days after the deadline will receive a grade of F. If you must miss a quiz due to illness, emergency, or other unavoidable circumstances, you may make up the quiz by submitting a make-up assignment consisting of one-paragraph answers for ALL 20 identification terms for that quiz, due by the third class after the quiz. Written documentation of a legitimate excuse is required to make up a quiz; the make-up assignment is not intended as an option for those who would prefer not to take an in-class test. 
Behavior in the Classroom:

Students who engage in disruptive behavior (e.g., talking or making noise during lecture, leaving cell phones on during class, interrupting the instructor or other students, speaking at great length during discussions, etc.) will be asked to leave the room for the remainder of the class meeting. 

Do not make a habit of coming to class late or leaving early as it is distracting to the instructor and to other students. Please arrange your schedule so that this will not be necessary except under exceptional circumstances. 

Academic Integrity:

Dishonesty in the form of cheating or plagiarism is unfair to your fellow students and is prohibited by the San Francisco State University Student Code of Conduct. 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to, copying other students’ work and helping other students to cheat. All exams in this course will be closed-book; you may have only blank blue books and pens or pencils during the exam. 

Plagiarism means using someone else’s work without proper acknowledgment (see http://www.plagiarism.org/learning_center/what_is_plagiarism.html for further discussion of the concept, and more resources). 

Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a failing grade on the specific assignment to expulsion from the University. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Department Chair and College Dean. 

Students are responsible for knowing the SFSU regulations on cheating and plagiarism: see http://www.sfsu.edu/~helpdesk/docs/rules/conduct.htm. 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodation: 

The Disability Programs and Resources Center (DPRC) provides academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities. In order to receive accommodation through the ADA, you must make a formal request through the DPRC in SSB 110 (415-338-2472). If you are registered with the DPRC, please let me know immediately so that I can be prepared to accommodate you. 

Graduate students:

Graduate students enrolled in HIST 330 will be required to write a 20-page research paper instead of the two 5-page papers. An abstract (~250 words) of the research paper will be due on March 1, and the research paper will be due at the time of the final exam. All other requirements (quizzes, discussions, attendance, etc.) will be the same as for undergraduate students. Please let me know if you are a graduate student so that I may advise you appropriately. 

Schedule of lecture topics, readings, and assignments

Week 1

Tuesday January 27: Lecture 1: the Roman world 

Thursday January 29: Lecture 2: the late Roman empire  

Reading: Rosenwein ch. 1; SB 1.3, 1.4, 1.10, 1.11

Rosenwein = Barbara Rosenwein, A Short History of the Middle Ages, Volume I: From c. 300 to c. 1150, 2nd ed. 

SB = Barbara Rosenwein, ed., Reading the Middle Ages: Sources from Europe, Byzantium, and the Islamic World, Volume I

Week 2

Tuesday February 3: Lecture 3: Barbarian invasions and settlement  

Reading: SB 1.14; Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, book 2; Rosenwein, chapter 2

Thursday February 5: Video: “Biography: Justinian”

Reading: SB 1.12, 1.13; Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, books 3 and 4

Week 3

Tuesday February 10: Lecture 4: Francia and Italy  

Reading: SB 1.16, 2.16; Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, books 5, 6, 7 

Thursday February 12: Discussion 1: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks 

Reading: Gregory of Tours, History of the Franks, books 8, 9, 10

Week 4

Tuesday February 17: Quiz 1 (late antiquity; Francia, Italy, Spain to 750); Video: “Islam, Empire of Faith” episode 1

Thursday February 19: Lecture 5: the formation of Byzantium 

Reading: SB 2.1, 2.2

Week 5

Tuesday February 24: Lecture 6: Rise of Islam and Ummayad Caliphate, 622-750 

Reading: SB 2.7, 2.9, 2.10

Thursday February 26: Lecture 7: Muslim invasions and Byzantine resistance; Iconoclasm 

Reading: SB 2.3, 2.4, 2.5

Week 6

Tuesday March 3: Lecture 8: Anglo-Saxon England 

Reading: Begin Beowulf

Thursday March 5: Quiz 2 (early Islam, Umayyads, Byzantium to 787; England will NOT be covered); Video: “In Search of Ancient Ireland”

Week 7

Tuesday March 10: Lecture 9: Early Irish society and the Irish church 

Reading: Life of Columbanus by Jonas (online text) 

Thursday March 12: Discussion: Beowulf

Reading: Finish Beowulf

Week 8

Tuesday March 17: Lecture 10: the Carolingian World 

Reading: Rosenwein, ch. 3; Einhard, Life of Charlemagne

Thursday March 1: Lecture 11: Latin Christian culture: center and periphery 

Paper 1 due in class today

Week 9

Tuesday March 31: no class, Cesar Chavez Day

Thursday Apr 2: Discussion 3: Lives of Charlemagne

Preparation: Read Notker, Life of Charlemagne; review Einhard, Life of Charlemagne

Week 10

Tuesday Apr 7: Quiz 3 (England, Ireland, Carolingians); Video: “The Vikings” episode 1

Thursday Apr 9: Lecture 12: the Viking Age: the West 

Reading: Rosenwein chapter 4, SB 4.18 

Week 11

Tuesday Apr 14: Lecture 13: the Viking Age: the East 

Thursday Apr 16: no class 

Week 12

Tuesday Apr 21: Lecture 14: the Slavic world 

Reading: SB 3.5, 3.6

Thursday Apr 23: Lecture 15: Kievan Rus 

Reading: SB 4.11

Week 13

Tuesday Apr 28: Lecture 16: the Abbasids 

Reading: SB 3.2, 3.11, 4.1

Thursday Apr 30: Lecture 17: Muslim Spain 

Reading: SB 3.12, 3.13, 3.14

Week 14

Tuesday May 5: Lecture 18: Byzantine resurgence 

Reading: SB 3.3, 4.2

Thursday May 7: Lecture 19: the Macedonian Renaissance 

Reading: SB 4.7, 4.8

Paper 2 due in class today

Week 15

Tuesday May 12: Lecture 20: the tenth century 

Reading: SB 4.3, 4.13, 4.14

Thursday May 14: Discussion 4: Travel and commerce in the early medieval world 

Prepare to discuss SB 2.2, 3.2, 3.3, 3.11, 4.13 

Final quiz: Tuesday May 19, 10:45: Quiz 4 (Vikings, Byzantium to 1000, Slavic world, 10th century Europe)

