Spring 2009, History 428 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1: America Since 1945


Professor Tina Stevens
Office: Old Sci. Bldg, Rm. 227


Office hours:  MW 11-12



Tel: 338-1604;   Email: mstevens@sfsu.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is a workshop where lectures, readings, discussions, and films will help us understand the social and cultural history of America from the end of World War II to the present.  

REQUIRED READING:


Ruth Rosen, The World Split Open: How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America
Wm. Chafe, Civilities and Civil Rights: Greensboro North Carolina and the Black Struggle for Freedom

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right
Tina Stevens, Bioethics in America: Origins and Cultural Politics
Barack Obama, Dreams of My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance
Handouts
Suggested Reference Text (not required):  Paul Boyer, Promises to Keep
FILMS  (We won’t see all of these):

The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter




The Day After Trinity: Oppenheimer and the Atomic Bomb
Seeing Red









Eyes on the Prize: Mississippi, Is this America?

Berkeley in the Sixties

Given a Chance







LBJ:  The Last True Believer
Enron:  The Smartest Guys in the Room

Gattaca


Life and Debt

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  

Two book reviews (100 points each); six unscheduled in-class writing assignments (200 points); discussion questions (100 points).  Attendance and participation (A & P) is mandatory.  Your A & P grade will be reflected in your discussion grade.  Class will be held during the time scheduled for the final exam, May 20. 

We will examine the period from 1945 to the present through intense consideration of the assigned books.  You will devise and answer discussion questions which must be submitted to me in advance of class discussion. I will give you a “Discussion Question Guidelines Handout” that will aid you in thinking about how to devise, and then answer, questions about the readings.
A written book review on your chosen book is due one week after the class completes its discussion of the book.  This will give you an opportunity to include in your written report insights gained from discussion.  You must do two book reviews.  Reviews will be evaluated for composition as well as content.  The grade will be lowered by points equal to a plus or a minus if it is late by less than one week,  by a full grade if it is more than one week late.  I will provide you with a handout on writing reviews.  
In class writing assignments:  These assignments are designed to enhance your attendance and participation.  They are, therefore, unscheduled and will occur without prior notice.  You will be asked to write no more than a paragraph on a question pertaining to the lectures, films, and readings.  There will be six of these assignments worth 40 points each.  I will drop your worst score for a total of 200 possible points.   
SCHEDULE: 
Week One:   America During WW II

Mon, Jan 26; Wed, Jan 28; Fri Jan 30   

Film:  The Life and Times of Rosie the Riveter
Reading:  Rosen, pp. xi-62; 

Week Two:  The Post-Atomic World

Mon Feb 2; Wed Feb 4; Fri Feb 6

Film:  The Day After Trinity

Reading:  Rosen, pp. 63-142;                                 Discussion Questions Due:  Rosen, Parts 1 & 2 
GUEST SPEAKER, Monday, Feb.6:  Dr. Melissa Estes Blair on the women’s movement.

Week Three: The Cold War

Mon Feb 9; Wed Feb 11; Fri Feb 13
Reading:  Rosen, Part Three

Film:  Seeing Red
Week Four:  Fifties, Society and Culture

 Mon Feb 16; Wed Feb 18; Fri Feb 20

Reading: Rosen, Part Four, Epilogue                     Discussion Questions Due:  Rosen, Parts 3 & 4
GUEST SPEAKER:  Monday, Feb. 16:  Dr. Andrew Hartman, “1948: Truman and the Paradoxes of Liberalism” 

Week Five:  Sixties, Society and Culture

Mon Feb 23; Wed Feb 25; Fri Feb 27

Reading:  Chafe, Intro., chapters 1 thru 3

Film:  Berkeley in the Sixties                                     Book Reviews on Rosen Due:  Friday Feb 27
Week Six:  The Great Society

Mon Mar 16; Wed Mar 18; Fri Mar 20  

Reading:  Chafe, chapters 4 thru 6                              
Film:  Given a Chance
Week Seven:  Civil Rights

Mon Mar 9; Wed Mar 11; Fri Mar 13

Reading: Chafe, chapters 7 thru 9, Epilogue              Discussion Questions Due:  Chafe

Film:  Mississippi: Is this America?   

Week Eight:  Vietnam and Protest

Mon Mar 2; Wed Mar 4; Fri Mar 6 

Reading:  McGirr, Intro thru chapter two

Film:  LBJ:  The Last True Believer                           Book Reviews on Chafe Due:  Fri Mar 6

Week Nine:  Mon, Mar 23 to Fri, Mar 27:  Spring Recess, No class

Week Ten:   Watergate and its Legacy

Mon Mar 27; Wed Apr 1; Fri Apr 3

Reading: McGirr, chapters three and four

Week Eleven:  Resurgent Conservatism

Mon Apr 6; Wed Apr 8; Fri Apr 10

Reading:  McGirr, chapters five, six, Epilogue           Discussion Questions Dues:  McGirr

Film:  Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room
Week Twelve:  Culture Wars

Mon Apr 13; Wed Apr 15; Fri Apr 17

Reading: Stevens, Preface, Prologue, chapters 1, 2.          

                                                                                     Book Reviews on McGirr Due:  Fri Apr 17

Week Thirteen:  The Rise of Biotech and Bioethics
Mon Apr 20; Wed Apr 22; Fri Apr 24

Reading:  Stevens, chapters 3, 4, Epilogue                Discussion Questions Due:   Stevens

Film:  Gattaca
Week Fourteen:  Bill, Hill, and Bushed

Mon Apr 27; Wed Apr 29; Fri May 1 

Reading:  Obama, Preface, Intro, Part One            Book Reviews on Stevens Due:  Fri May 1
Week Fifteen:  A New Century’s Challenges

Mon May 4; Wed May 6; Fri May 8

Reading:  Obama, Part Two          

Film:  Life and Debt                    

Week Sixteen:  Epilogue:  A New Day?

Mon May 11; Wed May 13; Fri May 15   

Reading: Obama, Part Three, Epilogue                Discussion Questions Due:  Obama

                                                                              Book Reviews on Obama Due:  Friday May 22

