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Date



Topic




Reading
Jan.  24

Introduction

Jan.  29

Jefferson v. Hamilton


Watson, Liberty, pp. 3-41
Jan.  31

Jefferson and Foreign Policy

Feb.    5

War of 1812

Feb.    7

Corrupt Bargain of 1824
           Watson, Liberty, pp. 42-72
Feb.  12

Shopkeeper’s Millennium

Feb.  14

Life of Jackson
      

Feb.  19

Petticoat Affair

Feb.  21

Black Hawk War

         Kolchin, Am. Slavery, 3-92
Feb.   26

Trail of Tears

Feb.   28

Bank War


          Watson, Liberty, pp.73-171
Mar.   4

Nullification Crisis




FIRST BOOK REVIEW DUE 

Mar.   6

Slavery  (Cotton Economy)

Douglass,  Narrative  (all)
Mar.  11

Slave life 


Kolchin, Am. Slavery, pp.93-168
Mar.  13

Nat Turner’s Rebellion       

Mar.  18

Rise of Abolition

Ginzberg, Women/Reform (all)
Mar.  20

MIDTERM EXAM




March 20th-March 31st   SPRING BREAK!!!!!

Apr.    1

Manifest Destiny


Watson, Liberty, 172-254
Apr.    3

Coming of the Civil War

Apr.    8

Dred Scott and the Election of Lincoln

Apr.   10

Civil War I


        

Apr.   15

Civil War II

Apr.   17

Appomattox



Apr.   22

Reconstruction I

Foner, Reconstruction (all)



SECOND BOOK REVIEW DUE

Apr.   24

Reconstruction II

Apr.  29

Custer and Crazy Horse I

May   1

Custer and Crazy  Horse II

May   6

Railroads and Industrialization

May   8

Triumph of Jim Crow

May  13

Catch up

May  15 

Review




THIRD BOOK REVIEW DUE

TUESDAY MAY 20th     FINAL EXAM               1:30-4:00

Class Policy

Readings:  We will be reading five books for this class.  In order of appearance they are:  Harry L. Watson, Liberty and Power  The Politics of Jacksonian America (1990)

         Peter Kolchin, American Slavery, 1619-1877,(1993)

         Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, (1845)

         Lori Ginzberg, Women in Antebellum Reform.
         Eric Foner,  A Short History of Reconstruction

Assignments:  There will be three book reviews for this class.  You get to choose which three books you want to review.  Each review should be 3-5 pages.  They will be worth 15% of your grade.  Reviews are due at the BEGINNING of class.  Work turned in after the due date will be penalized in two ways.  First and foremost, I will write no comments on your work.  Secondly, you will also be marked down 1/3 of a grade.  eg., A- becomes a B+.  I will distribute very specific instructions for the book reviews in the very near future.  There will be a midterm worth 15% of your grade and there will be a take-home final exam worth 30% of your grade.  10% of your grade will be based on class participation.  

Special Note for Graduate Students: You will be required to write reviews on all five assigned readings.

In a history class you should learn how to develop, express, and defend your positions both verbally and in writing.  I would encourage you to develop your own opinions as long as you can support your ideas with historical evidence.  In class you will be presented a wide variety of information in the form of lecture, the readings, and movies.  You will be asked to draw independent conclusions from this body of information, and I will evaluate you on how well you defend your positions.


           We will be dealing with sensitive topics in this class.  I expect you to express your viewpoints, and I enjoy a spirited class discussion.  However, it is essential that you respect your classmates and their opinions in order to build a forum of trust in which meaningful discussions can take place.


           My office hours will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays from11 to 12:00 and on Thursdays from 5-7.  My office is Sci. 221.  I have found that few students take advantage of office hours, but you can meet me before or after class to discuss any situations that might arise.  If you need to get in touch with me, my office number is 338-7563.  I am also available by e-mail at msigmon@sfsu.edu.

