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SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY

HISTORY 830  Journeys to the New World: Discovery, Exploration, and Science
Prof. Julyana Peard

Spring 2008: Tuesday 16.10 – 18.55; Science 268 
Office hours:  Science 272, T-Th 1-2 and by appointment
Tel: 338-1280; jpeard@sfsu.edu
This course is a graduate level survey of the evolving production of knowledge in western society as a result of new economic, political and social relationships between Latin America and Europe as from the 18th century on, with a few forays into earlier periods. After an immersion into current trends and debates on the historiography of the production of knowledge, the course will consider selected scientific expeditions to Latin America and their legacies. 

Required books: 
-Alexander Humboldt, Personal Narrative of a Journey to the Equinoctial Regions (Penguin Classics)

-Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature

-Jorge Canizares-Esguerra, Nature, Empire and Nation
-David J. Weber, Bárbaros: Spaniards and their Savages in the Age of Enlightenment
-Charles Darwin, Voyage of the Beagle
-Claude Levi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques
-A reader: (Password: given in class) 
Course requirements:
-short writing assignments



30%

-presentation and paper
  



50%

-participation in class discussion 



20%

You will each do three short papers spaced out throughout the semester on the readings. We will arrange the schedule for papers in class. The papers must be not more than ONE page, typed, double-spaced and proofread.  Due at the start of class.  I drop the lowest grade.  Late papers will be penalized. 
The term paper presentations will start in April, the actual date will depend on the number of students. In the last three weeks of class there will be only class presentations.  If you want to incorporate critiques or issues raised in the discussion of your paper, you may hand it in one week later. For those presenting in the final class session, the last day to hand in is May 20. Paper should be between 12 and 15 pages.  
Participation means an active role in class discussions, familiarity with the week’s reading, and a brief presentation on a topic that will be assigned, pertinent to the week’s reading. Each of you should bring to class questions that occurred to you while reading. We will incorporate these into the class discussion.


COURSE OUTLINE

1.  Jan 29:  Introduction 

Useful readings for the course:

-Jorge Cañizares, How to Write the History of the New World

-Anthony Pagden, European Encounters with the New World: From Renaissance to Romanticisms (1993)

-Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (1992)

-Ingrid E. Fey and Karen Racine, eds., Strange Pilgrimages: Exile, Travel, and National Identity in Latin America, 1800-1990s (2000)

-Caroline B. Brettell, “Introduction: Travel Literature, Ethnography, and Ethnohistory,” in Ethnohistory 33, 2 (1986), 127-138 

-Lewis Pyenson and Susan Sheets-Pyenson, Servants of Nature: A History of Scientific Institutions, Enterprises and Sensibilities (1999)

2.  Feb 5:  Ways of seeing; comparative approaches
-Christopher Columbus, Selections from The Four Voyages, Penguin Classics, pp. 37-76, 213-226 (Reader)
-Natalie Zemon Davis, “Maria Sibylla Merian: Metamorphosis,” in Davis, Women on the Margins: Three Seventeenth-Century Lives (Reader) 

-Jean Franco, “A Not So Romantic Journey: British Travelers to South America, 1810-1828,” in M.L. Pratt and Kathleen Newman, eds., Critical Passions: Selected Essays (1999) (Reader)
-Samuel Truett, “Epics of Greater America: Herbert Eugene Bolton’s Quest for a Transnational American History,” in Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, et al., Interpreting Spanish Colonialism: Empires, Nations, and Legends (2005), 213-248 (Reader)
Optional: 

-Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Towards and Interpretive Theory of Culture,” 3-30, The Interpretation of Cultures (1973) (Reader)
3.  Feb 12: What is the Enlightenment? What is its relationship to travel? 

- Mary Louise Pratt, “Science, planetary consciousness, interiors,” 15-37, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (1992) (Reader)

-Charles Withers, “Introduction,” 1-21 (Reader); “Geographical knowledge and the Enlightenment World,” 87- 163, in Placing the Enlightenment (2007) (8 Link libraries have this; only “Introduction” is on the Reader)
-Brian Dolan, “The Enlightenment” (Handout)
-Antonio Lafuente, “Enlightenment in an Imperial Context: Local Science in Late-Eighteenth Century Hispanic World,” Osiris, 15 (2001), 155-173. (Reader)

-Roy Macleod, “Introduction,” (Reader)
To go further:

The Cambridge History of Latin America edited by Leslie Bethell has many excellent essays.

John Elliott,  Empires of the Atlantic World (2006), Chapter 11: “Empires in Crisis.”
Arthur Whittaker, Latin America and the Enlightenment (1961)

Neil Safier, Measuring the New World: Enlightenment Science and South America (2008)
4.  Feb 19:  
Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, Nature, Empire and Nation 
-Two students will present a brief account of Colombian botanist, José Mutis and Spanish naturalist, Felix de Azara.
-Informal discussions about your paper topics will start

To go further:

Jorge Cañizares, How to Write the History of the New World

Antonio Gerbi, The Dispute of the Modern World (1955)

Barrera-Osorio, Antonio, Experiencing Nature: the Spanish American empire and early scientific revolution (2006)
5.  Feb 26: 
David J. Weber, Bárbaros: Spaniards and their Savages in the Age of Enlightenment
-Two students will present on the Californian mission Indians. 

-Informal discussion of your paper topics continues

To go further:
Harry Liebersohn, “Discovering Indigenous Nobility: Tocqueville, Chamisso, and Romantic travel Writing,” American Historical Review (June 1994), 746-
Anthony Pagden, The Fall of Natural Man: American Indian and the Origins of Comparative Ethnology.
--------, European Encounters with the New World: From Renaissance to Romanticism.
Patricia Seed, “Are These not Also Men?: The Indian’s Humanity and Capacity for Spanish Civilization,” JLAS, 25,3, (Oct 1993), 630-52.

Margaret Hodgen, Early Anthropology in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.
D.A. Brading, The First America, 1492-1867 (1991)
Charles Mann, 1491 (2006)
6. Mar 4: 

Alexander Humboldt, Personal Narrative of a Journey to the Equinoctial Regions 
-Two students will present on Alejandro Malaspina and Aimé Bonpland
*****Hand in your paper topics, the historical problem you will focus on in your paper, and annotated bibliographies*****
To go further:

R.A. McNeil and M.D. Dean, Europeans in Latin America: Humboldt to Hudson (1980)

Gerard Helferich, Humboldt’s Cosmos: Alexander von Humboldt and the Latin American Journey that Changed the World, (2004)

Mary Louise Pratt, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (1992)

Jonathan Maslow, Footsteps in the Jungle: Adventures in the Scientific Exploration of the American Tropics  (1996)

Aaron Sachs, The Humboldt Current: Nineteenth-Century Exploration and the Roots of American Environmentalism (2006)
D. A. Brading, The First America (1991)

Andrew David et al., (eds.) The Malaspina Expedition, 1789-1794: A Journal of the Voyage by Alejandro Malaspina (2001)

Jason Wilson, “The strange fate of Aimé Bonpland,” London Magazine (April-May 1994), 36-48.

William Joel Simon, “Scientific Expeditions in the Portuguese Overseas Territories (1783-1808) and the role of Lisbon in the Intellectual-Scientific Community of the late Eighteenth Century,” Centro de Estudios de Cartografia Antiga, (1983)
Francisco Bethencourt & Diogo Ramada Curto, (eds.) Portuguese Oceanic Expansion, 1400-1800 (2007)
7. Mar 11: 

-Thomas Bender, “Foreword,” in Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra et al. (eds.) The Atlantic in Global History, 1500-2000 (2007) (Reader)
-José C. Moya, “Modernization, Modernity, and the Trans/formation of the Atlantic World in the Nineteenth Century,” in Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra et al. (eds.) The Atlantic in Global History1500-2000, (2007) (Reader)
-Nancy Stepan, “The Interplay Between Socio-Economic Factors and Medical Science: Yellow Fever Research, Cuba and the United States.” (Reader)
-Lewis Pyenson and Susan Sheets-Pyenson, “Watching: Observatories in the Middle East, China, Europe and America,” Servants of Nature: A History of Scientific Institutions, Enterprises and Sensibilities (1999), 101-124 (Reader)
-Two students will present article by Aaron Sachs, “The Ultimate ‘Other’: Post-Colonialism and Alexander von Humboldt’s Ecological Relationship with Nature,” in History and Theory, 42 (December 2003), 111-135 (Reader)
To go further:

Louis A. Pérez, Jr., “We are the world: Internationalizing the nation, nationalizing the international,” Journal of American History, 89 (2002), 558-567.
Julia Rodriguez, Civilizing Argentina: Science, Medicine, and the Modern State, (2006)

Rodgers, Daniel T. Atlantic Crossings: Social Politics in a Progressive Age, (1998)

Cueto, Marcos. “Laboratory Styles in Argentine Physiology,” Isis, 86 (1995), 228-246.

----------, Ed., Missionaries of Science: The Rockefeller Foundation and Latin America, (1994)
8.   Mar 18:   

Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature
-Two students will present article by A. Grenfell Price, “White Settlers in the Tropics,” (1939) (Reader)
To go further:

Braun, Lundy. “Spirometry, Measurement, & Race in 19th Century,” Journal of History and Allied Sciences, 60, 2 (2005)
Thomas Skidmore, Black into White: Race and Nationality in Brazilian Thought (1974)
Richard Graham, (ed.) The Idea of Race in Latin America (1990)
Simon Schama, Landscape and Memory (1995) (selections)

Jonathan Maslow, Footsteps in the Jungle: Adventures in the Scientific Exploration of the American Tropics  (1996)

Andrew Berry, (ed.) Infinite tropics: An Alfred Russel Wallace Anthology (2002)
Spring Break March 24-29
9.  Apr 1:  There will be no formal class.  Instead, you should schedule an appointment to discuss drafts of your papers with me.  
10.  Apr 8:  

Charles Darwin, Voyage of the Beagle
-Two students will explain why Darwin’s theory of evolution was so controversial 
To go further:

Janet Browne, Charles Darwin: Voyaging (1995)

-------, Charles Darwin: The Power of Place (2002)

-------, Charles Darwin: A Biography (1996)

Peter Nichols, Evolution’s Captain

Alan Morehead, Darwin and the Beagle (1969)

11. Apr 15:  
Claude Levi-Strauss, Tristes Tropiques
-Two students will talk on Geertz’ article “The Cerebral Savage”

To go further:

Clifford Geertz, “The Cerebral Savage: On the Work of Claude Lévi-Strauss” in The Interpretation of Cultures (1973).
Other bibliography in Charles Mann, 1491 and Nancy S. Hughes, Death Without Weeping. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

12.  Apr 22:  
Astronomical missions to Latin America in 19th century and early 20th century

Working in small groups you will collect primary or secondary sources on these missions and present them in class.

13.  Apr 29: Student presentations
14.  May 6: Student presentations
15.  May 13: Student presentations

Reader for 830

-Christopher Columbus, Selections from The Four Voyages, Penguin Classics, pp. 37-76, 213-226 (Reader)
-Natalie Zemon Davis, “Maria Sibylla Merian: Metamorphosis,” in Davis, Women on the Margins: Three Seventeenth-Century Lives (Reader) 

-Jean Franco, “A Not So Romantic Journey: British Travelers to South America, 1810-1828,” in M.L. Pratt and Kathleen Newman, eds., Critical Passions: Selected Essays (1999) (Reader)
-Samuel Truett, “Epics of Greater America: Herbert Eugene Bolton’s Quest for a Transnational American History,” in Christopher Schmidt-Nowara, et al., Interpreting Spanish Colonialism: Empires, Nations, and Legends (2005), 213-248 (Reader)

-Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Towards and Interpretive Theory of Culture,” 3-30, The Interpretation of Cultures (1973) (Reader)

-Harry Liebersohn, “Discovering Indigenous Nobility: Tocqueville, Chamisso, and Romantic travel Writing,” American Historical Review (June 1994) (Reader)
- Mary Louise Pratt, “Science, planetary consciousness, interiors,” 15-37, Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation (1992) (Reader)

-Charles Withers, “Introduction,” 1-21 (Reader); “Geographical knowledge and the Enlightenment World,” 87- 163, in Placing the Enlightenment (2007) (8 Link libraries have this; only “Introduction” is on the Reader)

-Antonio Lafuente, “Enlightenment in an Imperial Context: Local Science in Late-Eighteenth Century Hispanic World,” Osiris, 15 (2001), 155-173. (Reader)

-Roy Macleod, “Introduction,” (Reader)

-Thomas Bender, “Foreword,” in Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra et al. (eds.) The Atlantic in Global History, 1500-2000 (2007) (Reader)
-José C. Moya, “Modernization, Modernity, and the Trans/formation of the Atlantic World in the Nineteenth Century,” in Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra et al. (eds.) The Atlantic in Global History1500-2000, (2007) (Reader)
-Nancy Stepan, “The Interplay Between Socio-Economic Factors and Medical Science: Yellow Fever Research, Cuba and the United States.” (Reader)

-Lewis Pyenson and Susan Sheets-Pyenson, “Watching: Observatories in the Middle East, China, Europe and America,” Servants of Nature: A History of Scientific Institutions, Enterprises and Sensibilities (1999), 101-124 (Reader)
Aaron Sachs, “The Ultimate ‘Other’: Post-Colonialism and Alexander von Humboldt’s Ecological Relationship with Nature,” in History and Theory, 42 (December 2003), 111-135 (Reader)
