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Office hours: Mondays 1 – 3:30  

This course is unlike any other History course you will take here. It is not about the history of a given time or place, but instead about the writing of history in general. There are no lectures or exams. Our focus will be on training together to produce a research paper that integrates primary and secondary sources, to prepare you for proseminar classes and for further coursework in History. It is a reading- and writing-intensive course, and one that prepares you to complete the History major.
There are three basic areas of inquiry for the course: 

· What is History? (what is it good for? what does it try to do? why do we do it?)

· How do historians do it? (what types of History can we write? how do we research? how do historians use sources? how do we write?)

· What makes a successful student of History? (how do I “gut” an article? what different types of assignments might I encounter? how do I write an historiographical essay? how do I write a primary source research paper? How do I use primary and secondary sources effectively?)

Our course goals and objectives are to work together to break down the process of researching and writing about history and to produce polished, well-researched term papers. This will lay the groundwork for the primary source research paper required in proseminar courses. 
This seminar is intended for upper-division students who are History majors, and it is required for completion of the History major. 
It is University policy to provide, on a flexible and individualized basis, reasonable accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in course activities or to meet course requirements. Students with documented disabilities must register with the DPRC to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process. Students with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations are encouraged to contact the instructor. The Disability Programs and Resource Center is available to facilitate the reasonable accommodations process. The DPRC, located in SSB 110, can be reached by telephone at 338-2724 (voice/TTY) or by e-mail at dprc@sfsu.edu. 
Academic integrity is a fundamental principle of the university. Academic dishonesty, in the form of cheating or plagiarism, represents an attempt to gain an unfair advantage and it is expressly prohibited by the San Francisco State University Student Code of Conduct. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, gaining unfair access to answers to exams, fabrication of work, helping other students to cheat, etc. Plagiarism can be defined as using another person’s words or work without proper acknowledgment (see also http://online.sfsu.edu/~rone/StudentHelp/Plagiarism.html#what for more information on avoiding plagiarism). Students who are found to have cheated or plagiarized will be subject to discipline ranging from receiving a failing grade for the specific assignment to referral to the Office of Judicial Affairs and Student Discipline to possible suspension or expulsion. All instances of academic dishonesty are reported to the Department Chair and College Dean. Students are responsible for knowing the SFSU regulations concerning cheating and plagiarism, found in the University Bulletin and online at: http://www.sfsu.edu/%7Ehelpdesk/docs/rules/conduct.htm. 

Attendance Policy – 

This is a combination seminar and writing workshop. It also meets only once a week. This means that attendance is absolutely mandatory. Class participation makes up 15% of your final grade for the course, so it is important to be present, to be prepared, and to enthusiastically participate in all class activities, discussions, and exercises. 

An attendance sheet will be passed around at the beginning of every class. You must sign the sheet in order to be counted as present. If you need to arrive late, please make sure you sign in before you leave the room at the end of class. If you need to leave early, please tell the instructor at the beginning of class. 

The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth. It is essential to this learning environment that respect for the rights of others seeking to learn, respect for the professionalism of the instructor, and the general goals of academic freedom are maintained. Differences of viewpoint or concerns should be expressed in terms which are supportive of the learning process. 

Readings – 

There are two required books and one optional book that will be available at the SFSU bookstore. There will also be readings that will be available on-line, through the course website. Please bring the relevant book(s) to class when we discuss them. On-line readings will be available in .pdf format. These can be read with Adobe Acrobat reader, which can be downloaded for free. When the readings are on-line, please either print out the on-line excerpt or take detailed notes on the text. 

Cannadine, David, ed., What is History Now?, ISBN 978-1403933362. This is a book of essays about different ways historians write about history, and we will be reading sections from it throughout the semester. 

Storey, William Kelleher, Writing History: A Guide for Students, ISBN 978-0195166095. This is a how-to book about writing a History paper. We will be working through the different chapters throughout the semester. 

Turabian, Kate, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Seventh Edition: Chicago Style for Students and Researchers, ISBN: 978-0226823379. This is a classic writing manual, and answers useful questions like, “How do I write a footnote?”, “Do I put a hyphen here?”, and “Should this title be in italics or quotations?” It is optional for the course, but is a fantastic resource to use while you are writing your paper. 

Course Requirements – 

The focus of this course is to prepare a formal paper, based on primary source research. This paper will be due at the end of the course, on Monday, May 19, at 4:10 PM. We do not have a final exam for this class, but we will meet during our exam time to discuss the paper and celebrate our achievements. Because it is the center of the course, the final paper will comprise one-quarter of the course grade. The rest of the grade will consist of participation in class activities, discussions, and exercises, and a series of assignments designed to lead up to the final paper. Any late assignments will immediately lose points, and they will continue to drop in score the longer they are late. 

The course grade will be determined as follows: 

· Class participation and attendance: 15%

· Worksheets and short assignments (topic worksheet, proof of OASIS completion, “What is History?” response paper, primary source worksheet; due weeks 2 - 5): 10%

· Thesis statement (due week 7): 5%

· Research abstract and bibliography (3 – 5 pp., due week 8): 5%

· Historiographical essay (3 – 5 pp., due week 9): 10%

· Opening sections and outline (3 – 5 pp., due week 10): 10%

· First draft (15 – 20 pp., due week 11): 10%

· Research presentation (weeks 13 – 14): 10%

· Final paper: 25%

Syllabus – 

This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances. If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent. If you are not present in class to pick up a worksheet or assignment sheet, they will also be available on-line. 
When the syllabus says a text is on-line, it can be found on our course website. Log on to our website at ilearn.sfsu.edu by putting in your ID # and pin #. 
WEEK 1 (1/28) – 
Introductions 

Storey, Writing History, introduction (in-class)



What is History? 



What are my interests?



How can historians write such different things about the same topic?  


WEEK 2 (2/4) – 
The Historian and his (her!) Facts
E.H. Carr, What is History?, “The Historian and his Facts”, pp. 3 – 35 (on-line)
selections from Thucydides, Gibbon, von Ranke, Collingwood, or Trevelyan, depending on your group assignment (on-line)

William Storey, ch. 1 “Getting Started”, pp. 3 – 16. 

What is a fact? Is there any such thing? 

What should the relationship be between historians and facts? 


How do I move from an interest to a topic? 
TOPIC WORKSHEET, due in class 2/4
WEEK 3 (2/11) – 
 What is History Now? 

David Cannadine, ed., What is History Now?
· Richard J. Evans, “Prologue: What is History? – Now”, pp. 1 – 18. 
· Felipe Fernández-Armesto, “Epilogue: What is History – Now”, pp. 148 – 161. 
Storey, chs. 2 and 4, “Interpreting Source Materials” and “Use Sources to Make Inferences”, pp. 17 – 24, 45 – 60. 

David Blackbourn, The Long Nineteenth Century, excerpt about the “Hotel History”, xvii – xviii (on-line).


What have been the recent trends in historical writing? 

How do Evans and Fernández-Armesto agree and disagree? 

What is the difference between a primary and a secondary source? 

How do we use a primary source? How do we use a secondary source?

RESPONSE PAPER (1 – 2 pp.), due in class 2/11 – Write a one to two-page response to the following question: What is History? Discuss your ideas as well as those of Carr, Evans, and/or Fernández-Armesto. This essay must be typed in Times New Roman 12 and double-spaced with sensible margins.
WEEK 4 (2/18) – 
Locating Sources for the Research Paper
Meet with History librarian Kendra Van Cleave in the library for a session about library resources and how to use them effectively to find sources for your paper. Bring your topic worksheets from week 2 and write on them any updates you have made on your project. (LIB 434)
Proof of OASIS completion, due in class 2/18
WEEK 5 (2/25) – 
 Social and Political History

Cannadine, What is History Now?
· Paul Cartledge, “What is Social History Now?”, sections I, II, VI, pp. 19 – 24, 29 – 30. 

· Susan Pedersen, “What is Political History Now?”, introduction and sections II, III, pp. 36 – 39, 45 – 52. 

Richard Hofstadter, Idea of a Party System, excerpts (on-line). 

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale, excerpts (on-line).

Storey, ch. 6 “Build an Argument”, pp. 67 – 80. 


What are the differences between social and political history? 


Why does Pedersen say there is a crisis in political history? 


Why isn’t all history political history? Or social history?

PRIMARY SOURCE WORKSHEET, due in class 2/25
WEEK 6 (3/3) – 
Locating Sources for the Research Paper
Meet with History librarian Kendra Van Cleave in the library for a second session about library resources and how to use them effectively. (LIB 434)
WEEK 7 (3/10) – 
Cultural and Intellectual History

Cannadine, What is History Now?
· Miri Rubin, “What is Cultural History Now?”, pp. 80 – 91.
· Annabel Brett, “What is Intellectual History Now?”, pp. 113 – 131. 
Robert Darnton, The Great Cat Massacre, “Workers Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of the Rue Saint-Séverin”, pp. 75 – 106 (on-line). 

Quentin Skinner, “Why Laughing Mattered in the Renaissance: The Second Henry Tudor Memorial Lecture”, History of Political Thought 2001 22(3): 418 – 447 (on-line)
Storey, ch. 3 “Writing History Faithfully”, pp. 25 – 43 (skim). 
Read over your classmates’ thesis statements before class (on-line)

What is the “cultural turn”?

From which other disciplines does cultural history borrow?

What are the differences between cultural and intellectual history? Is it hard to tell? Why? 

Who were Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida?

THESIS STATEMENT, submit via E-mail to lalisy@sfsu.edu by 12:00 3/10
WEEK 8 (3/17) – 
Biography and Microhistory
Ian Kershaw, Hitler: Anatomy of a Dictator, excerpts (on-line).
Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese and the Worms, pp. 1 – 17 (on-line). 
Anthony Brundage, “Exploring Changing Interpretations: The Historiographic Essay” in Going to the Sources: A Guide to Historical Research and Writing, 48-67 (on-line).

What are the differences between biography and microhistory?

What are the benefits and drawbacks to these approaches to writing history? 


What is an historiographical essay? 

RESEARCH ABSTRACT AND BIBLIOGRAPHY (3 – 5 pp.), due in class 3/17 – Prepare an abstract of the argument of your paper and attach a bibliography of the primary and secondary sources you intend to use for your paper. 
SPRING BREAK – 3/24 – 3/28
CESAR CHAVEZ DAY – 3/31 

WEEK 9 (4/7) – 
 Gender Studies and Global History
Patrick McDevitt, “Muscular Catholicism: Nationalism, Masculinity, and Gaelic Team Sports, 1884 – 1916”, Bodies in Contact: Rethinking Colonial Encounters in World History, pp. 201 – 218 (on-line). 
Storey, ch. 5, “Get Writing!”, pp. 61 – 66. 


What do gender history and global history have in common? 


What is the difference between gender history and women’s history? 

What is the difference between global history and postcolonial studies, subaltern studies, imperial history?

HISTORIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY (3 – 5 pp.), due in class 4/7 – Write an historiographical essay about your topic, using at least three secondary sources you plan to discuss in your final paper. 
WEEK 10 (4/14) – 
Annales and Postmodernism
Peter Burke, The French Historical Revolution: The Annales School, excerpts (on-line).
Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean, excerpts (on-line). 
Roland Barthes, “Myth Today” and “The World of Wrestling”, Mythologies (on-line).  
What is the Annales school? How did they think history should be written? 

What are some of the various concerns of postmodernism? 

What do they mean for the writing of history? 

Do you feel influenced by one approach or the other? 

Are there authors we have read (or you have read in other classes) who were?

OPENING SECTIONS AND OUTLINE (3 – 5 pp.), due in class 4/14 – Write out the introduction, background section (if using), and historiographical section, and outline the rest of the essay. 

WEEK 11 (4/21) – 
Editing and Revision

 Storey, ch. 10, “Revising and Editing”, pp. 107 – 112. 
FIRST DRAFT (15 - 20 pp.), due in class 4/21
WEEK 12 (4/28) – 
Paper Conferences
NO CLASS MEETING, but you will schedule a conference with the instructor this week. You will also be commenting on another student’s draft, E-mailing your comments both to the student and to the instructor. These comments are not graded, but stand in for your class participation grade for the week. 

WEEK 13 (5/5) – 
Research Presentations
WEEK 14 (5/12) – 
Research Presentations
FINAL PAPER DUE – Monday, May 19, 2008, 4:10 PM – Come to class and celebrate! 
