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Urban Studies 400:01 and History 489:01: Dynamics of the American City

Important Dates

Wednesday, March 19



Mid-Term Exam
March 24 to 28




Spring Break

Monday, March 31



No Class, Cesar Chavez Day

Wednesday, April 23
 


Paper Due

Thursday, April 24



Last Day to Withdraw From a Class

Monday, May 19,  10:45 to 1:15 PM

Final Exam

Text Book (Purchase at SFSU Bookstore)
LeGates, Richard T.  and Frederic Stout, The City Reader , New York: Routledge, Fourth Edition, 2007.

All course reading is in The City Reader.

Assignments and Grading
Being in Class/Participating



15 points

Mid-Term Exam: Reading and Class Work

20 points

Quizzes on Reading

20 points

Paper






20 points

Final Exam





25 points

Please note that consistent attendance is essential to a good course grade.  Late papers are penalized by one grade.  Incompletes are granted only under exceptional circumstances.

Schedule
Please finish the reading before each class.  There will be 12 quizzes, 2 points each, based on reading due for class.  (Two will be thrown out.)

Theme 1: The Evolution of Cities

Week 1: Monday, January 28

Introduction to the Course


Wednesday, January 30


Reading: "Introduction to Part 1" of The City Reader

Kingsley Davis, "The Urbanization of the Human Population"

Week 2 : Monday, February 4


Reading: Engels, "The Great Towns"


Wednesday, February 6


Reading: Kenneth Jackson,  "The Drive-in Culture of Contemporary America"
Week 3: Monday, February 11


Reading: Robert Fishman, "Beyond Suburbia: the Rise of the Technoburb"


Wednesday, February 13

Theme II: Urban Culture and Society

Week 4: Monday, February 18


Reading: Lewis Mumford, "What is a City"


Robert Putnam, "Bowling Alone"


Wednesday, February 20: Assignment Due: Paper Topic Definition and Initial List of 
Resources 
Week 5: Monday, February 25


Reading: Jane Jacobs "The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety"


Wednesday, February 27


Reading: William Julius Wilson, "From Institutional to Jobless Ghettos"

Theme III: Urban Space

Week 6: Monday, March 3


Reading: J. B. Jackson, "The Almost Perfect Town"


Wednesday, March 5


Reading: Janet Abu-Lughod, "The Islamic City"

Week 7: Monday, March 10


Reading: Andres Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk "The Neighborhood, The District and the Corridor"

Wednesday, March 12

Theme IV: Urban Politics, Governance, and Economics

Week 8: Monday, March 17


Reading: Anthony Downs, "The Need for a New Vision…"


Wednesday, March 19


Reading: James Q.  Wilson and George Kelling, "Broken Windows"


Mid-Term Exam (hour long based on reading, lectures, discussions, field work, videos )

Spring Break: March 24-28

Week 9: Monday, March 31: Holiday to Celebrate Cesar Chavez


Wednesday, April 2

Reading: Michael Porter, "The Competitive Advantage of the Inner City"

Theme V: Urban Planning History and Visions
Week 10: Monday, April 7


Reading: Olmsted, "Public Parks and the Enlargement of Towns"


Wednesday, April 9


Reading: Ebenezer Howard, "Garden Cities of Tomorrow"

Week 11: Monday, April 14


Reading: Le Corbusier, "A Contemporary City"

Wednesday, April 16


Reading: Frank Lloyd Wright, "Broadacre City"

Theme VII: Urban Design for Sustainable Cities

Week 12: Monday, April 21


Reading: Kevin Lynch, "The City Image & Its Elements"


Wednesday, April 23

Week 13: Monday, April 28


Reading: William Whyte, "The Design of Spaces"


Wednesday, April 30


Reading: Dolores Hayden "What Would a Non-Sexist City Be Like?"

Week 14: Monday, May 5


Reading: Peter Calthorpe and William Fulton "Designing the Region,"


Wednesday, May 7


Reading: Stephen Wheeler, "Planning Sustainable and Livable Cities"

Week 15: Monday, May 12


Wednesday, May 14: Last Class

Monday, May 19


Final Exam,  10:45 to 1:15 PM in classroom

