History 588

Southeast Asian History
Tuesdays & Thursdays 2:10-3:25pm

HSS 248

Professor Jessica Elkind





Office Hours:



Office: Science 272; (415) 405-0361



Tues. 11-12, Thurs. 11-1

Email: jelkind@sfsu.edu





or by appointment

This course explores the history of Southeast Asia. The topics and readings will provide students with a broad understanding of the region’s history by focusing on major themes such as social and political organization, cross-cultural interactions and influences, religion and society, colonialism, and national revolutions.  Students will also consider historical differences among the many diverse societies that comprise Southeast Asia and learn about how the regions’ eleven nations came into existence.   The course will encourage students to take a broad view of the history of Southeast Asia, as we examine religious, linguistic, artistic, and literary traditions in addition to politics, economics and culture.

Students are required to attend all class meetings and are expected to arrive on time.  In addition to presenting a lecture on the given material, I will encourage students to participate in a discussion of each day’s topic and reading.  Students will also have several opportunities throughout the semester to participate in in-class activities, such as small-group work or debates.  Although the grade breakdown for this class does not include a specific category for attendance or participation, any student who makes regular, thoughtful contributions to the discussions or activities will receive extra credit applied toward his or her final grade.  

Reading for this course will consist of both primary and secondary materials, and all reading assignments are required.  My lectures and our discussions will build upon and supplement the reading, so it is important that students make every effort to complete each week’s assignment before the first class meeting of the week.  Some weeks have more reading than others; please plan accordingly.  Most reading assignments will come from the following books, which will be available at the university bookstore:

Mary Somers Heidhues, Southeast Asia: A Concise History

D.R. SarDesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present

Additional readings will be compiled in a Course Reader, which is also available at the university bookstore, or distributed in class.

In addition to attendance and participation in class meetings and the assigned reading, course requirements include a map quiz, midterm, two short papers (5-6 pages), and a final exam. For the first paper, which will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday of Week 5, students will choose from a list of prompts.  The midterm will be administered during class on Thursday of Week 7.  For the second paper, students will consult additional books and/or articles to write a paper that analyzes some aspect of colonialism or nationalism in Southeast Asia.  Students will chose a particular topic for this paper, which will be due at the beginning of class on Thursday of Week 12, from a list of suggested topics and outside readings that I will provide.  Finally, there will be a take-home final exam, which will be given during Finals Week.  

Grade Breakdown

Map Quiz, Thursday, September 4--10%

Paper #1 Thursday, September 25—20%

Midterm, Thursday, October 9—20%

Paper #2, Thursday, November 13—20%

Final Exam, during Finals Week—30%
GE Segment III

This class is part of the General Eduction Segment III Cluster Asian Society, Politics and Culture Students will not receive Segment III credit unless they have completed 60 units by the ends of the semester they are enrolled in the course. All students will be required to write at least ten (10), double-spaced, typed, pages of formal, analytical writing.(two five-page papers) You will be expected to argue forcefully, persuasively and coherently in defense of a thesis, to support your arguments and assertions with detailed specific examples from the works analyzed, to edit your papers for style, spelling, grammar, punctuation and agreement, and to meet recognized standards for notes and bibliography when appropriate. The writing will be evaluated and judged by the instructor.

General GE Segment III Information:

This cluster may be used to satisfy the Segment III: Relationships of Knowledge (9 units) requirement. General requirements for Segment III:  students subject to the 1991-92 or later Bulletin must:

1. Complete at least nine units of upper division course work in residence at SFSU in one of the Segment III clusters listed below.

2. Begin their Segment III course work during or after the semester in which upper division junior standing is achieved (i.e. 60 semester units), but NOT before.

3. Begin their Segment IIII course work only after completing all General Education segment I requirements.

4. Meet all of the cluster’s specific requirements.

5. Complete at least one course in the Segment III cluster that is both outside the major department and outside the major program submitted on the student’s Application for Graduation.

6. Complete at least one course in the Segment III cluster that fulfills the Cultural, Ethnic, or Social Diversity (CESD) Requirement.

NOTE: courses taken to fulfill Segment III cluster requirements may not also be used to fulfill Segment II requirements or the U.S. History, U.S. Government, or California State and Local Government requirements.

Topics and Reading Assignments
Week One

Tuesday, August 26: Introduction to the course

Thursday, August 28: What is Southeast Asia and why do we study it?

Reading: Donald Emmerson, “Southeast Asia: What’s in a Name?”


Mary Somers Heidhues, Southeast Asia: A Concise History, pp. 7-20


D.R. SarDesai, Southeast Asia: Past and Present, pp. 3-21
Week Two

Tuesday, September 2: Early Southeast Asian Civilizations

Thursday, September 4: Traders in Southeast Asia and Indian Influences

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 20-35


SarDesai, pp. 22-35 

**Map Quiz in class on Thursday
Week Three

Tuesday, September 9: Ankor Wat and Mainland Civilizations

Thursday, September 11: Majapahit and Island Civilizations

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 35-64


SarDesai, pp. 43-62


Keith Taylor, “The Early Kingdoms” pp. 137-180

Week Four

Tuesday, September 16: Early Vietnam and Chinese Influences

Thursday, September 18: Religion and Society, part 1--Indigenous Religious Traditions 
and Hinduism & Buddhism

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 65-95


SarDesai, pp. 36-42

J.G De Casparis and I.W. Mabbett, “Religion and Popular Beliefs of Southeast Asia before c. 1500” pp. 276-285

Barbara Watson Andaya and Yoneo Ishii, “Religious Developments in Southeast Asia c. 1500-1800” pp. 164-223

Week Five

Tuesday, September 23: Religion and Society, part 2--Islam and Christianity

Thursday, September 25: Languages and Power

Reading: Clifford Geertz, “The Religion of Java”


Ward Keeler, “Language, Power, and Asceticism”


“The Ram Khamhaeng Inscription” 

**Paper #1 due at the beginning of Thursday’s class
Week Six

Tuesday, September 30: Village Life and Rural Economies

Thursday, October 2: Family Life and Gender Relations

Reading: Gerald Hickey, “The Vietnamese Village Through Time and War”


Lucian Hanks, “Rice as Plant, Crop, History, and World Outlook” and “The 
Ecosystems of Rice in Nature”


Anthony Reid, Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, pp. 146-172

Week Seven

Tuesday, October 7: Southeast Asian Literary Traditions and Midterm Review

Thursday, October 9: In-class Midterm
Reading: TBA
Week Eight

Tuesday, October 14: European Colonialism, part 1--Spanish and Portuguese

Thursday, October 16: European Colonialism, part 2--Dutch, British and French

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 95-108


SarDesai, pp. 87-139


Anthony Reid, “Economic and Social Change”, pp, 116-159

Week Nine

Tuesday, October 21: Effects of Colonialism on Southeast Asian Societies

Thursday, October 23: Early Anti-colonialism, the War of 1898 and the Philippine-
American War

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 109-130


SarDesai, pp. 145-165


**Hue Tam Ho Tai, “Radicalism and the Origins of the Vietnamese


Revolution”; Takdir Alisjahbana, “Indonesia: Social and Cultural Revolution”; 


Benedict Anderson, “The First Filipino” (**all these readings to be distributed


in class)

Week Ten

Tuesday, October 28: US Colonialism and Philippine Nationalism

Thursday, October 30: Popular Culture and Nationalism

Reading: Selected readings from Pramoedya Toer, U Win Pe, and Samruam


Singh


**Norman Owen, “Philippine Society and American Colonialism” (**to be 
distributed in class)

Week Eleven

Tuesday, November 4: Southeast Asia Under Japanese Occupation

Thursday, November 6: Nationalist Revolutions in Indonesia, Burma and Malaya 

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 131-138 and 149-162


SarDesai, pp. 166-186 and 196-203



**Selected readings from Alfred McCoy, ed., Southeast Asian Under


Japanese 
Occupation (**to be distributed in class)

Week Twelve

Tuesday, November 11: NO CLASS--VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY
Thursday, November 13: Vietnamese Nationalism and the Vietnam Wars

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 138-148


SarDesai, pp. 187-195


additional selected reading TBA
**Paper #2 due at the beginning of Thursday’s class
Week Thirteen

Tuesday, November 18: Minorities in Southeast Asia

Thursday, November 20: Post-colonial States in the Islands

Reading: Benedict Anderson, “Majorities and Minorities”


Wang Gungwu, “The Chinese Minority in Southeast Asia”


SarDesai, pp. 209-232 and 266-309

Fall Recess, November 24-28--Enjoy the Thanksgiving Holiday!

Week Fourteen

Tuesday, December 2: Post-colonial States on the Mainland

Thursday, December 4: Political Violence and Resistance

Reading: Somers Heidhues, pp. 163-184


SarDesai, pp. 233-265 and 310-354 


Mary Beth Mills, “Attack of the Widow Ghosts: Gender, Death, and


Modernity in Northeast Thailand”


 Anna Allot, “Censorship in Burma”


Drew McDaniel, “Censorship and the Asian Values Debate”

Week Fifteen

Tuesday, December 9: Southeast Asia Today--Challenges to Nation-States and


Islamic Terrorism

Thursday, December 11: Wrap-up and Review for Final Exam

Reading: TBA
Take-Home Final Exam Due During Finals Week, details TBA
